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UM JOINS STUDENT TELEVISION NETWORK
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana recently joined the Open Student Television Network, a 
leading provider of Internet-based television.
By joining the network, UM students and employees will be able to securely access 
student television shows developed at peer institutions across the country on their personal 
computers. Channels from providers such as NBC Universal, FOX and Starz Encore Group 
may also be available for viewing through UM’s Web portal, which is under development.
OSTN is a national initiative of student television stations working together to build a 
digital channel of student television shows. On the OSTN channel, students — including UM 
students -- create content and make important programming decisions that appeal to their peer 
viewing audience.
The channel gives students experience, exposure, resources and a community. It also 
gives voice to students by connecting schools’ TV stations through video content sharing and 
digital delivery of student-produced video content to PCs and televisions.
The network was launched by CampusEAI in collaboration with Internet2. CampusEAI 
is a Cleveland-based, nonprofit organization that facilitates the development and exchange of 
community-source software and digital content. Internet2 is a consortium of universities 
working with industry and government to deploy network applications and technologies and
-more-
062805netw-2
accelerate creation of tomorrow’s Internet.
OSTN programming will be carried over Internet2’s Abeline network, a high-speed 
backbone network that allows users to connect at speeds 10,000 times faster than the average 
household broadband connection. UM is a member of both CampusEAI and Internet2.
“Our radio-television department is very excited to be involved with the latest advances 
in technology that CampusEAI Consortium’s (OSTN) has developed for our students, faculty 
and staff,” said Ray Ekness, UM’s radio-TV department chair. “We’re happy for this terrific 
opportunity to showcase our outstanding student-produced programs around the country. By 
seeing what other universities are producing, we hope this service can help inspire and 
encourage our students and faculty.”
Ray Ford, UM’s vice president for information technology, said “We’re pleased to 
expand our collaborative efforts with CampusEAI to offer this unique opportunity for (UM) 
students, faculty and staff. Delivering broadcast quality student-produced media content over 
Internet2’s high-performance network provides a great educational service for our University.
“We’re particularly happy to find cases like this where we can use the infrastructure 
that we’ve built, in the form of our CampusEAI portal and our Internet2 connectivity, to 
enhance the educational mission of a particular academic program,” he said.
“One of Internet2’s primary missions is to provide a platform for collaboration and 
innovation among the research and education community,” said Jill Arnold, director of 
member and partner relations for Internet2. “(OSTN) is an example of a leading initiative that 
enables this kind of idea sharing and content distribution across higher education — providing 
students and faculty greater access to multimedia learning materials and information.”
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